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stems which may show signs of weakness and have to be removed.
Grafted plants usually have a single stem or trunk and any suckers
which may develop from the soil level are likely to be from the
stock. These must be pulled or wrenched off as soon as possible.

Grafted plants tend to grow strongly in their early stages and
are useful for bedding purposes rather than for more permanent
plantings. Unfortunately, Ghent azaleas are seldom available in
nurseries on their own roots.



WESTBOURN
An Unusual Rhododendron Garden
By LANNING ROPER

ANY large rhododendron gardens have been described in

the Year Book from time to time, but smaller ones of
interest have been rather neglected. Westbourn, which belongs
to F. W. Dosss, Esg., a retired Eton Master, at Wentworth near
Virginia Water, is worthy of consideration. The property, which
covers about three acres, takes its name from the River Bourn, a
pretty, winding, tree-lined stream which flows down from the
Virginia Water lake and forms the southern boundary. Into it
flows a series of rivulets and ditches which drain the level areas of
the garden and lend an amusing patchwork pattern to the ground
plan. The house stands on a level plateau about 30 feet above the
river, with a natural valley behind it on the west, and on the east a
sunken garden made on the site of an old gravel pit. Here, as
elsewhere, the rough ponticums have been replaced by better
rhododendrons, and in one corner a single root of Romneya
coulteri has now developed into a large patch, revelling in the sun
and shelter of its position.

Fortunately, Scots pine and oak provide a high shade canopy,
and the natural woodland on the other side of the Bourn makes an
ideal setting for a garden which is, in reality, only 200 yards from
the London-Southampton road. Originally in 1934, when the
property was first bought, the low ground was a complete jungle
of rough rhododendrons, birches, alders and brambles, and in many
places waterlogged. Three good ditches prevented it from being
a complete quagmire. Almost all the original ponticums have by
now disappeared.

On the high ground, as in many parts of Wentworth, there is a
stratum of hard iron-pan about an inch thick and from 1} to 8 feet
below the surface. Its existence has two consequences. If a shrub
is to be planted, a hole at least 3 feet in diameter must be dug to
allow the use of a pickaxe to break up the hard pan—with manifest
advantage to the roots of the shrub. Secondly, the presence of this
pan means that rain-water after penetrating the surface has to find
its way down the slope of the pan and so destroys the value of any
terrace at the foot of the slope by making it waterlogged. The iron
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THE RHODODENDRON SHOW
April g0, May 1, 1957
By PATRICK M. SYNGE

N most areas the rhododendron season in 1957 was an unusually

good one, but it was also earlier than usual and this brought in
some changes to the usual range of plants shown. The whole of
the New Hall was filled thus giving a larger display than we have
enjoyed for several years. It was also a show full of bright colour
as the plate opposite shows.

The nurserymen’s exhibits which filled the main body of the
hall deserve a special word of praise, being larger and more
numerous than in recent years and containing a large number of
plants of high quality.

A gold medal was awarded to Messrs. W. C. Slocock Ltd. for a
large group of rhododendrons and azaleas staged under the clock
at the end of the hall. In the centre was a large plant of ‘Loderi
King George’ flanked at the back by six large standards of the
old hybrid ‘Purple Splendour’. Among the many plants in this
group specially notable were “Goldfort’, with pale creamy yellow
flowers, raised at this nursery from R. foriunei x *Goldsworth
Yellow’; also the fine clone of ‘Naomi’ which received the A.M.
and ‘Bow Bells’, a most charming smaller flowered hybrid from
‘Corona’ x R. williamsianum, the flowers of which were a good
pink while the buds were deeper in colour and the form of the
flower was bell-like. This hybrid raised at Exbury was seen on
several stands but was for me at any rate, one of the outstanding

plants of the show.
Messrs. Hilliers were given a Silver Gilt Banksian Medal for a

very fine group to be seen immediately on entering the hall. In
the centre was an unusually large plant of ‘Lady Rosebery’ about
7 feet in height and dripping all over with pink bells—a lovely
sight. Also notable were two fine plants of ‘Loderi Helen" and
‘Loderi Sir Edmund’, R. fosaense pink form, and a large-flowered
hybrid from R. diaprepes x ‘Tally Ho’. It was unusual to see such
a cross flowering so early in the season. Messrs. Waterers had
a large group chiefly of hardy hybrid rhododendrons and azaleas
and evergreen azaleas. ‘ Mary Swaythling’, a pale lemon-yellow
campylocarpum-fortunei hybrid, with attractive bell-shaped flowers,



54 RHODODENDRON AND CAMELLIA YEAR BOOK

was a notable plant. In the centre of the group were two large
plants of ‘King George’ with bright red flowers and ‘St. George’,
a less well-kmown hybrid, which opens pink with darker buds and
then fades to blush white. There was also a fine plant of R.
augustinii, a species which seems to have flowered particularly well
this year. ‘Phidias’ was a rather pretty and unusual deciduous
azalea of the type known as ‘rustica flore pleno” and had creamy,
slightly double flowers with a pale pink tinge.

The Sunningdale Nurseries had an interesting group dominated
by an enormous plant of the lovely old white tender hybrid
“Fragrantissimum’. It was about 9 feet high and 6 feet through
and covered with flower. Probably there was no finer plant in the
show. Particularly noticeable in this group was the fine young
foliage on young plants of the large-leaved series, that of R.
giganteum K.W. 21602 having broad bullate leaves, deep maroon
on the upper surface, while those of R. macabeanum looked as if
they were covered with a very fine silvery grey suéde which con-
trasted well with the light pink leaf-bud scales. Few plants in the
show also were more lovely than the fine one on this stand of R.
kaempferi with large apricot-pink flowers. It is good that this
beautiful species has been restored to specific rank in the new
edition of the Rhododendron Handbook. The Knap Hill Nursery
had a fine, colourful, group of deciduous azaleas and of rhodo-
dendrons among which ‘Goldfort’, * Marinus Koster’, with large
pink flowers, were notable. Mr. FREDERICK STREET showed a
group of well flowered and compact plants of the hardy hybrid
rhododendrons including the pink ‘Starfish’, the white ‘George
Hardy’ and the deep red Jean Mary Montague’. A Silver Bank-
sian Medal was awarded for this group.

Messrs. Charlton were awarded a Banksian Medal for a group
of hardy hybrid rhododendrons including that fine white ‘Mrs.
Lindsay Smith’, while Messrs. Reuthe were awarded a Flora
Medal for an interesting group to which some tall plants gave
height and lightness. There was a fine pale lilac R. oreotrephes and
a large pink-flowered R. argyrophyllum. A plant of the yellow-
flowered ‘Marcia’ was also distinctive.

The number of entries in the competitive classes was well up to
the average, if not rather above it and the quality was generally
high. The Schedule followed the same lines as in previous years
but a new class, No. 77, was added for a hybrid of any of the Thom-
sonii Subseries other than R. thomsonii.

Class 1 for one truss of each of eight species was won by Lorp
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Aserconway and the National Trust who showed from Bodnant
the following: lacteum, a tight truss of a good deep yellow;
orbiculare, an attractive form with rather pinker flowers than usual ;
roxieanum var. oreonastes, which had a tight truss of pale pink
flowers, the inside of the flower and the lower half of the outside
being prominently speckled with deeper crimson; vernicosum
R. 08788, falconeri, argyroplhyllum, habrotrichum and arboreum. The
second prize was awarded to the Crown Commissioners for an
exhibit from Windsor Great Park containing : niveum, a very deep
mauve form; aberconwayi, a good truss with flowers opening
nearly flat and with prominent speckling on the outside of the
upper petals; rex, a nice truss with a pale mauvish-pink tinge;
thomsonii, orbiculare McL. 25, argyrophyllum var. nankingense,
bureavii and wardii. Third was Mg. E. pe Roruscuirp from Ex-
bury with wiltonii, a species rarely seen and having a small truss of
white flowers with a pink flush on the outside; campanulatum, a
rather unusual almost white form with small flowers; rex, litiense,
niveum, lanatum, aberconwayi and glischrum. A fourth prize was
awarded to the Dowacer Lapy LonponpErrY and the Northern
Ireland National Trust for an exhibit from Mount Stewart with
rhabdotum, a very pale form without the usual prominent crimson
streak down the outside of each petal; hodgsonii, a magnificent tall
truss of rosy-lilac flowers; fictolacteum, falconeri, macabeanum,
arizelum, arboreum and bullatum.

In Class 2 for one truss of three species there were six entries
and the first prize went to the EARL oF Stam for basilicum, an
unusual form with pink bands on the outside of the corollas;
habrotrichum, a form with good pink flowers, and ficlolacteum. Six
Henry Price, of Wakehurst, was second and showed decorum,
an unusually fine truss of pure white flowers, well spaced on the
rachis, fictolacteum and campylocarpum. Third prize was awarded to
Mzr. E. M. King, of Embley Park, for fictolacteum, falconeri and
orbiculare, while the Crown Commissioners, Windsor, were fourth
with fictolacteum R. 59250, vernicosum McL. T. 71, and campylo-
carpum. Class 8 for three species was open only to exhibitors who
had not won a prize in Classes 1 or 2 in the preceeding five years
and was won by Mr. E. G. KLeinworT, of Haywards Heath, with
an unusual form of wvernicosum with pale blush pink flowers,
orbiculare and wardii. Mzs. C. M. Gosney, of Ringswood, Surrey,
was second with fortunei, campylocarpum and exquisitum.

In Class 4 for one truss of one species the McLaren Challenge
Cup is awarded as first prize. This class attracted fifteen entries

























































































































































































































































































